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Forgotten History — A Summary of Islam in the Philippines 


About the Philippines 


The Philippines is a group of islands in southeast Asia, located on the edge of the Pacific Ocean 
just above Borneo, and below Taiwan and Japan. It consists of three groups of islands: Luzon 
in the north, Visayas in the middle, and Mindanao in the south. The south has a large Muslim 
population who have lived there for centuries. 


Due to colonisation, the Muslims there have been fighting for their freedom for five-hundred 
years. It is shameful that we are completely unaware of the history of their struggle which 
lasts until today. 


Entrance of Islam to the Philippines 


Islam was the first monotheistic religion to enter what is today known as the Philippines. Prior 
to Islam’s entrance into the region, the majority of the people were animist (i.e. they had no 
religion) and worshipped anything (polytheists), and the islands were not a unified country. 


In 1380, Karim al-Makhdum (a Muslim missionary) travelled to the islands and called the 
people to Islam. He first landed on an island called Tawi Tawi, located in the southern region 
of the Philippines. There was no fighting involved between himself and the people — Islam 
spread through peaceful missionary da‘wah. He also built a Masjid on Simunul island, which 
is still there today and is named after him. 


Islam started to spread through Mindanao (the main southern) island, and almost all the 
people there embraced Islam. Islam spread very quickly throughout the islands from Visayas 
all the way to Manila (current capital) in the north. Manila was founded by a Muslim and was 
a Muslim majority city for a long time. 


Arrival of the Spanish — The Start of Colonization 


Ferdinand Magellan (very famous Portuguese explorer) was the first Christian in the 
Philippines. He wasn’t just any explorer — he worked for king and queen of Spain. He was out 
looking for the spice islands (to south of Philippines) when he got lost and ended up in the 
Philippines. 


In 1521 he landed in Mactan island which is next to Cebu. At the time the island was ruled by 
a Muslim called Khalifah Lapu — or Lapulapu. This was not long after fall of al-Andalus, and so 
he brought with him a very anti-Muslim sentiment. One of the first things he did was bring a 
cross and plant it on the island. He attempted to call the Muslims to convert to Christianity, 
but they refused. 





Battle of Mactan Island (1521) 


Magellan went to Rajah Humabon, who was the ruler of Cebu, and told him to become 
Christian, and in exchange he would help him fight his enemy (Khalifah Lapu — the Muslims). 
Rajah Humabon converted (which was politically motivated), was baptized and changed his 
name to Don Carlos. They made a blood pact to fight the Muslims; they each cut their arms 
and allowed themselves to bleed into a cup of wine which they then drunk. This sickening 
ritual was just the beginning of a centuries long attempt to subjugate the Muslims. 


The Christian army consisted of sixty Spaniards and some natives sailed in a ship to Macatan 
island led by Magellan himself. The Muslims, realizing that a assault was imminent, started to 
prepare and set traps on the island. The Christians sent a messenger giving the Muslims the 
option to surrender and pay tribute to king of Spain, but the Muslims chose to fight to defend 
their land and property. Although there were fifteen hundred Mujahidin, the outnumbered 
Christians had guns and armour and so were confident of defeating the lightly equipped 
Muslims with their advanced weaponry. 


As the battle began, the Christians lured the Muslims to the shore and sent a man behind 
them to set their houses on fire to distract them. However, this proved ineffective as they 
didn’t budge and remained firm in their positions. The Spanish began their march out into the 
shallow water towards the island, but the Muslims’ cries of takbir struck fear into them. As 
the Spanish charged, the Muslims recognised Magellan as their leader and so they all pounced 
upon him. A heavy arrow hit Magellan in the shoulder through his armour, and another 
Muslims sliced at his leg with his knife, and so he fell flat on his face into the water. All that 
could be seen was the water red with his blood as the Muslims jumped upon and killed him. 


With their leader dead, the defeated Christians retreated to Cebu, humiliated. When they 
arrived, they mistreated the locals including raping the women. Rajah Humabon pretended 
not to notice, and instead, despite the defeat, invited them to a party where he poisoned 
their food. Many of the Spanish died, but some escaped back to Spain. As there was no need 
to remain loyal to the Spanish, the Rajah left Christianity. 


The king of Spain, Carlos, sent an envoy to Lapulapu asking for the body of Magellan in 
exchange for treasures. Khalifah Lapu said that even if they gave him the treasures of the 
world, they still couldn’t have the body. He was a true leader who had pride and wouldn’t 
submit to the invading crusaders. 


More ‘Explorers’, More Colonization 


Twenty years later (1543), Ruy Lopez de Villalobos arrived with more Spanish ‘explorers’ east 
of Mactan island, to the islands of Leyte and Samar. They claimed them in the name of the 
king of Spain (Phillip 11) and named the islands after him — Las Islas Filipinas (The Philippine 
Islands). Until today, the Muslims reject this, saying that they belong to Bangsamoro 
(homeland of the Moros/Muslims) and not the Philippines. The Spanish called the Muslims of 
these islands ‘Moro’ (Moors) just like they did in al-Andalus, and they are known as such to 
this day. 





Twelve years later (1565), Miguel L6pez de Legazpi arrived and started building the first 
Spanish settlement in Cebu, just across from Mactan island. He was originally fought off. 
Legazpi went to another ruler, Sikatuna, from a place called Bohol (south of Cebu) and made 
an alliance to fight the Muslims together. They performed the barbaric blood pact again, 
illustrating the reality of their purposes in the region. The next year, these allies sailed to Cebu 
and made an alliance with Rajah Tupas. They then went to the nephew of Rajah Humabon 
and told him to convert to Christianity or fight. He converted and was baptized. The town was 
renamed and became a base for crusader attacks. Cebu wasn’t fully Muslim — only Mactan 
island was. 


At the time, most of the middle of the Philippines wasn’t yet Muslim. Manila (in the north) 
and Mindanao (in the south) were Muslim, but the islands in the middle hadn’t all become 
Muslim. The Spanish arrived in the middle and took a few islands, making the spread of Islam 
there difficult. Mindanao wasn’t yet being touched. 


Resistance in Manila 


The Spanish then heard about Manila, a prosperous city in the north, ruled by Rajah 
Sulayman. The Spanish pretended to come in peace and made a treaty which was a deceptive 
move. More and more Spanish started to arrive until there were enough for them to violate 
the peace treaty and demand the land from Rajah Sulayman — he chose to fight. The Battle of 
Manila took place in June 1570. 


Rajah Sulayman knew his forces weren’t enough and so was forced to make an alliance with 
Lakan Dula, who was a polytheist. There were no other Muslims in Manila or nearby, and the 
Muslims in Mindanao were too far away to aid them — they were alone in this fight. An 
important point to note from this is the situation of the Muslims in the Philippines; they were 
scattered across the islands and had multiple rulers amongst them — they were not united 
under one state. As Islam was spread through peaceful missionary Da‘wah, order and unity 
were not enforced by a ruler, nor did the land become under the direct control of the Khilafah, 
and thus multiple rulers existed each bringing order over his own people. In of the other 
Muslim lands that were conquered through Jihad, Islamic rule was established in the land and 
the lands either became directly a part of the Khilafah, or they became a part of a Sultanate 
or some other Muslim state. 


The Muslims of Manila were alone in this fight and were being defeated, thus they were 
forced to surrender. Lakan Dula converted to Christianity and was baptized, so the Spanish 
gave him part of Manila. They gave Rajah Sulayman nothing as an incentive to leave Islam, 
but he remained firm. 


Tariq Sulayman (it is disputed about if he was the same as Rajah Sulayman or a different 
individual altogether) had a tribe called Macabebe in Manila. He refused to submit to 
Christianity and so revolted in 1571, fighting very valiantly, but was defeated completely and 
was killed. Manila was now Christian and was divided between the Spanish and Lakan Dula. 





After five years, the Spanish took all of the land, going back on their deals. They coerced the 
people into Christianity and then betrayed them. Lakan Dula allied with another Muslim ruler 
and fought the Spanish but was defeated. By now, the Spanish had control over Manila and 
parts of Cebu, and eventually all of Luzon came under their control too. The colonization 
continued but could never penetrate Mindanao (the southern islands). The Ferocity of 
Muslims terrified the Spanish, and so they made treaties with them, although some battles 
did occur over the next two-hundred years. 


British Colonization 


Spanish colonization ended for a brief period when the British Empire invaded the Philippines 
in 1762 because of their war with Spain. They became the new enemy for the Moros and from 
1762-1764 the British were at war with Mindanao. Not much fighting took place and so they 
weren’t able to take it. After two years, the Spanish got power back, and this continued until 
the 1896 (Christian) Filipino revolution. 


American Colonization 


The Americans were at war with the Spanish and so took over the Philippines. They were even 
more brutal against the Muslims than the Spanish Christians. They would push forward to the 
islands and make bases. The Spanish did this too, but never actually ventured out. The 
American crusaders would fight with no mercy, but the Moros resisted. The guns they had 
weren’t powerful enough against the Muslims as they would continue to charge despite being 
fired at. The invaders wrote back to America and asked for even bigger guns in hope that 
these would help them defeat the Moro Mujahidin. 


A very famous battle took place on Island of Sulu, where the Tausugs were based. There is a 
volcano (Bud Dajo) on the island, and so the Muslims who refused to submit went to seek 
refuge in the crater of the volcano, including the women and children. The Americans 
attacked the Muslims and killed every man, woman and child in the crater on the orders of 
their General. This is well known as the Massacre of Bud Dajo, a major calamity which befell 
the Muslims of Bangsamoro. There are still photos today which are proof of this horrific crime 
for the world to see. The American invaders celebrated, and President Woodrow Wilson even 
congratulated this atrocity. 


The Americans kept fighting the Muslims but were given a very hard time due to their 
steadfastness in holding onto their faith and protecting their land. The General of the 
American army described the situation stating that once the brave Muslims warriors got onto 
the battlefield, it was like they were crazed — they would fight until death (martyrdom). He 
never saw anyone like them. They could never conquer the Muslims fully, and so gave the 
Moros the name ‘The Unconquerable Muhammadans’. 


Once the Americans withdrew, the native Filipinos then fought the Moros for a while. 





Oppression After the Philippines’ Independence 


When the Philippines gained independence, they claimed Sabah, an island which was part of 
the Sultanate of Sulu previously. The Muslims also claimed it, and so there was a dispute over 
who had control over the island. The Muslims considered themselves their own separate 
nation — Bangsamoro. 


The Filipinos formed a plan to invade Sabah. They took around two hundred to three hundred 
Muslims from Tawi Tawi to an island near Manila called Corregidor and trained them. They 
didn’t tell the Moros their mission until after training — the mission was to invade Sabah for 
the Philippines. The Moros refused, because it was Muslim land. 


The Filipino government killed them all in what is now known as the Jabidah massacre. 
Through the Qadr of Allah, one Muslim survived and escaped to Mindanao and told the 
people what happened. The Muslims stood up and fought for their freedom — the 
Bangsamoro Jihad. A Professor from the university of Manila, Nuri Misuari, united the 
Muslims and started a Jihad. Through this war, the Filipinos realized that they couldn’t match 
them and so they gave the Moros autonomy but not independence. 


May Allah Unite the Muslims of the World Together Under the Shade of Islam and Lift the 
Occupation and Oppression That Has Engulfed the Ummah! 





